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The 15th edition of the Private Equity Exchange & Awards was held in Paris on December 8, 2016.
1,200 participants – Limited Partners, Private Equity Funds and Corporate Executives – gathered for this 
major Pan-European summit on private equity and restructuring followed by a high-class evening ceremony 
rewarding the best performers among LBO Funds, Limited Partners and Management Teams. 

AN INTENSIVE ONE-DAY PROGRAM…

80 outstanding speakers from all over Europe shared their expertise through interactive round-tables 
and keynote speeches in three main tracks: International LBO & Fundraising; LBO & Management; 
Underperformance, Restructuring & Private Equity. Experts included:

  Pascal Blanqué, Chief Investment Officer, Amundi

  Blair Jacobson, Partner, Ares Management

  Mark Ligertwood, Partner, Dunedin

  Fabrice Nottin, Partner, Apollo Global Management

  Jean-Baptiste Wautier, Managing Partner, BC Partners, etc...

DOWNLOAD THE SPEAKERS’ LINE UP

…FOCUSING ON NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

The Private Equity Exchange & Awards promoted targeted networking opportunities in several ways. 
The Business lunch allowed participants to develop their network and meet participants with diverse 
profiles. Thanks to the exclusive One-to-One Meetings, participants benefited from a targeted networking  
planning their meetings ahead of the event through a dedicated online platform. 

…CONCLUDED BY A PRESTIGIOUS GALA EVENING

The gala dinner followed by the Awards Ceremony was the crowning achievement of the event, 
rewarding the best Private Equity players – LBO, Venture and Growth Capital Funds, Limited Partners 
and Management Teams – on the long run. Over 80 jury members, top Limited Partners and Asset 
Management professionals, committed themselves to assess the application forms submitted by 
carefully preselected nominees. Laureates were rewarded on stage in front of more than 450 private 
equity players.

DOWNLOAD THE 2016 LAUREATES DOWNLOAD THE JURY MEMBERS

We warmly congratulate the 2016 laureates and thank our prestigious speakers, jury members, partners and 
sponsors for their essential contribution to the success of the Private Equity Exchange & Awards.
We look forward to welcoming you next year.



Leaders League is an independent information provider based in Paris. A long lasting French reference with the Decideurs magazine, 
it operates internationally through intelligence reports and prestigious international events, focusing on Strategy, Finance and Law.
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2016 SPEAKERS

François Aguerre, Partner & Co-Head of Origination, Coller Capital
Christophe Ambrosi, Partner, Perceva
Fabien Antignac, Managing Director Leverage Finance, Credit Suisse
Stéphane Argyropoulos, Chief Executive Officer, The Silver Company
Florence Aubonnet, Partner, Flichy Grangé Avocats
Frédéric Balochard, Head of Corporate Advisory, Banque Privée 1818
Thierry Baudon, Executive Chairman, Mid Europa Partners
Eric Bismuth, Chief Executive Officer, Montefiore Investment
Pascal Blanqué, Chief Investment Officer, Amundi
Samuel Bokobza, Partner, SAMOTHRACE Expertise & Stratégie 
Pierre Boulet, Chief Executive Officer, Mecaplast
Andrew Brown, Managing Director & Chief Investment Officer, 
Emerging Capital Partners
Frédéric Bucher, Partner, STCPARTNERS
Charles-Henri Carboni, Receiver, BCM
Rémi Carnimolla, Partner & Managing Director, 3i
Emmanuel Cassimatis, Director SAP Private Equity Europe, SAP
Paul-Antoine Conti, Director, Leveraged Finance, Fitch Ratings
Lionel Corre, General Secretary, CIRI
Stanislas Cuny, Managing Partner, Amundi Private Equity Funds
Fabrice Damien, Managing Director, Hayfin Capital Management
Arnaud de Cremiers, Partner, Adams Street Partners
Pierre-Arnaud de Lacharrière, Managing Partner, Sycomore 
Corporate Finance
Thomas Devineau, Managing Director, Oddo Seydler Corporate 
Finance
Delia Dogaru, DG Competition, Financial Crisis Task Force, European 
Commission
Alexis Drouillot, Head of Senior Debt, CM-CIC Private Debt
Laurence Fhima, Director of Alternative Investment Funds, Société 
Générale Securities Services
Thomas Frei, Senior Partner, Akina 
Susanna Fuchsbrunner, Partner, Luther
Fabrice Georget, Partner, Charterhouse Capital Partners
William Gilmore, Head of Primary Funds Europe, Aberdeen Asset Management
Fernando Goni, Managing Director, M&A, The Gores Group
Charles Gorins, Co-Managing Partner, AJAssociés
Julien Guintrand, Group Finance Director, Groupe B&B Hotels
Laurent Guyonnet-Dupérat, Managing Director, Asset Restructuring 
& Recovery Management, Société Générale
Eric Hamou, Co-Chief Executive Officer – France, DC Advisory
Linda Harroch, Partner, Bonn Steichen & Partners
Etienne Haubold, Managing Director, European Capital

David Hirschmann, Head of Private Credit, Permira
Blair Jacobson, Partner, Ares Management
Jobst Klemme, Director, Abbott Capital Management
Serge Krancenblum, Group Chief Executive Officer, SGG Group
Juan Leach, Managing Partner, Miura Private Equity
Bruno Lebrun, Partner, Buyle Legal
Hugues Lecat, Chief Executive Officer, Ethypharm
Mark Ligertwood, Partner, Dunedin
Jean-François Louit , Partner, Mayer Brown
Frank Maassen, Chief Executive Officer, BUT
Pekka Mäki, Managing Partner, 3TS Capital Partners
Cécile Mayer-Lévi, Co-Head Private Debt, Tikehau Investment 
Management
Frédéric Michelland, Former Managing Director, Latécoère
Michael Nebot, Managing Director – Private Equity M&A, BNP 
Paribas
Fabrice Nottin, Partner, Apollo Global Management
Renaud Oury, Market Leader Luxembourg & Deputy Managing 
Director, SGG Group
Michel Paris, Chief Executive Officer & Chief Investment Officer, PAI Partners
Emily Pennec, Partner, Mayer Brown
Bertrand Piens, President, Fontenay Operating Partner
Henri Pieyre de Mandiargues, Partner, McDermott Will & Emery
Josep Maria Puig, Managing Partner, IRG Capital Partners
Franck Rodriguez, Chief Financial Officer, Ascometal
Bruno Rouxel, Chief Executive Officer, DGF
Michele Russo, Managing Director, Terra Firma Capital Partners
Grégoire Salignon, General Partner, Rothschild & Cie Gestion
Pierre Salzman, Head of Structured Finance, Factofrance
Lionel Scotto le Massese, Managing Partner, Scotto & Associés
Selvyn Seidel, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, Fulbrook Capital 
Management
Michele Semenzato, Founding Partner, WISE
Viktor Speckinger, Partner, Akina 
Renaud Sueur, Managing Director, Arcole Industries
Christophe Thévenot, Receiver, Thévenot Perdereau Manière El 
Baze
Hervé Thibaut de Maisières, Founder, LBO Managers
Baptiste Vaissié, Managing Director, Oaktree Capital Management
Nadine Veldung, Group Co-Head of Corporate Finance, Oddo Seydler 
Corporate Finance
Olivier Venzal, Tax Partner, Taj
Jean-Baptiste Wautier, Managing Partner, BC Partners
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LPs AWARDS
BEST LP GLOBAL STRATEGY 
WITH PRIVATE EQUITY ALLOCATION >$10 bn 
Winner: LGT Capital Partners
Special Distinction: HarbourVest Partners

BEST LP GLOBAL STRATEGY 
WITH PRIVATE EQUITY ALLOCATION <$10 bn 
Winner: Pictet Alternative Advisors

BEST LP, REGIONAL STRATEGY
Winner: Akina

BEST FRENCH LP, REGIONAL STRATEGY
Winner: CNP Assurances

GLOBAL AWARDS
BEST GLOBAL PRIVATE EQUITY FUND
Winner: Advent International

BEST PRIVATE EQUITY PERSONALITY OF THE YEAR
Winner: Dörte Höppner, Invest Europe 

BEST FUNDRAISING & INVESTOR RELATIONS
Winner: Advent International
Special Distinction: Ardian

MANAGEMENT AWARDS
BEST MANAGEMENT TEAM & MBO
Co-Winners:
Small to Mid-Market: Talentia Software
Large Market: Ethypharm

BEST BUILD-UP (TANDEM EXECUTIVES / LBO FUNDS)
Winner: IPH
Special Distinction: Asmodee

EASTERN EUROPEAN AWARD
BEST RUSSIAN  & CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN 
PRIVATE EQUITY FUND
Winner: Mid Europa Partners

NATIONAL AWARDS
BEST BENELUX LBO FUND
Winner: Waterland Private Equity Investments
Special Distinction: Main Capital Partners

BEST ITALIAN LBO FUND
Winner: Investindustrial

BEST UK LBO FUND
Winner: Inflexion Private Equity
Special Distinction: Graphite Capital

BEST GERMAN, AUSTRIAN & SWISS LBO FUND 
Co-Winners:
AUCTUS Capital Partners & Ufenau Capital Partners

BEST SPANISH LBO FUND
Winner: Portobello Capital

BEST NORDIC LBO FUND
Winner: Sentica Partners
Special Distinction: Altor Equity Partners

FRANCE AWARDS
BEST FRENCH SMALL & LOWER MID-MARKET LBO FUND
Co-Winners: Montefiore Investment & MBO Partenaires

BEST FRENCH MID & UPPER-MID MARKET LBO FUND
Winner: Equistone Partners Europe  

BEST FRENCH LARGE LBO FUND
Winner: PAI Partners
Special Distinction: Eurazeo

BEST FRENCH TURNAROUND INVESTOR
Co-Winners: Perceva & FCDE

BEST FRENCH REGIONAL PRIVATE EQUITY FUND
Winner: iXO Private Equity
Special Distinction: UI Gestion

PAN-EUROPEAN AWARDS
BEST EUROPEAN MID-MARKET LBO FUND
Winner: Astorg
Special Distinction: Argos Soditic

BEST EUROPEAN LARGE LBO FUND
Winner: Bain Capital Private Equity

BEST EUROPEAN TURNAROUND INVESTOR
Winner: Apollo Global Management

BEST EUROPEAN VENTURE /GROWTH CAPITAL PRIVATE 
EQUITY FUND
Co-winners: 
Scottish Equity Partners
Idinvest Partners
DN Capital

2016 WINNERS & SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS
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2016 JURY MEMBERS

Hannes Ambacher, Managing Director, Eight Capital, Austria
Roy Arakelian, Partner, PDGB Avocats, France
Maurizio Arrigo, Head of Private Equity, Pictet Alternative Advisors, Switzerland
Delphine Bariani, Partner, STCPARTNERS, France
Alex Barker, Principal, HarbourVest Partners, United Kingdom
Christophe Bavière, CEO and Managing Partner, Idinvest Partners, France
Lionel Bergeron, Managing Director, Argenthal Private Capital, France
Vivina Berla, Co-Managing Partner, Sarona Asset Management, The Netherlands
Loïc Bonnat, Head of Principal Investments, HSBC France, France
Mathieu Bourdié, Chief Financial Officer, ACG Capital, France
Jean-Philippe Burcklen, Deputy Director, Lower Mid-Market, European Investment Fund, Luxembourg
Christian Clermont, Managing Partner, Swift Capital Partners, Germany
Arnaud de Cremiers, Partner, Adams Street Partners, United Kingdom
Sébastien Crépy, Partner, Corporate, Paul Hastings, France
Jérôme Delmas, Chief Executive Officer, SWEN Capital Partners, France
Piers Diacre, Publisher and Founder, IPE International Publishers, United Kingdom
Giuseppe Donvito, Partner, P101, Italy
Rainer Ender, Chief Investment Officer, Adveq Management, Switzerland
Carolina Espinal, Managing Director, HarbourVest Partners, United Kingdom
Frédéric Exshaw, Chief Investment Officer, Amundi Private Equity Funds, France
Hélène Falchier, Head of Private Equity, CNP Assurances, France
Alan Feld, Founder and Managing Partner, Vintage Investment Partners, Israel
Laurence Fhima, Director of Alternative Investment Funds, Société Générale Securities Services, France
Roland Fohn, Managing Director - Private Equity, State Street Global Advisors, United Kingdom
Thomas Frei, Senior Partner, Akina, Switzerland
Brian Frieser, Senior Portfolio Manager Private Equity & Infrastructure, MN, The Netherlands
Geoffrey Geiger, Head of Private Equity, Universities Superannuation Scheme, United Kindgom
William Gilmore, Head of Primary Funds Europe, Aberdeen Asset Management, United Kingdom
Jeremy Golding, Managing Partner, Golding Capital Partners, Germany
Saam Golshani, Partner, Orrick Rambaud Martel, France
Alvaro Gonzalez Fernandez-Ladreda, Managing Director, Altamar Capital Partners, Spain
John Gripton, Managing Director, Capital Dynamics, United Kingdom
Graeme Gunn, Partner, SL Capital, United Kingdom
Joachim Høegh-Krohn, Chief Executive Officer, Argentum Private Equity, Norway
Anne Hutton, Associate Director, Senior Banker, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, United Kingdom
Staffan Jåfs, Head of Private Equity, eQ Asset Management, Finland
Patricia Jeanjean, Senior Investment Director, Bpifrance, France
David Jeffrey, Partner - Head of Europe, StepStone, United Kingdom
Benoît de Kerleau, Managing Partner, Euro Private Equity, France
Jobst Klemme, Director, Abbott Capital Management, United Kingdom
Jesse de Klerk, Director, Private Equity, RobecoSAM Private Equity, The Netherlands
John Kremer, Partner, Head of Business Development EMEA, Adams Street Partners, United Kingdom
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2016 JURY MEMBERS

Andreas Lange, Chief Investment Officer, Argenthal Private Capital, United Kingdom
Maurice Lantourne, Founder and Partner, Lantourne & Associés, France
Jean-François Legoux, Senior Equity Strategist, Head of Investment France, UBS Asset Management, France
Britta Lindhorst, Managing Director, HQ Capital Private Equity, Germany
Pierre-Etienne Lorenceau, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Leaders League, France
Evelyn Maher, Partner, Bonn Steichen & Partners, Luxembourg
Charlotte Mark, Head of Equities and Alternatives, Sampension, Denmark
Thomas McComb, Managing Director, J.P. Morgan Asset Management, United Kingdom
Katherine McRae, Senior Analyst, Hamilton Lane, United Kingdom
Cem Meric, Partner, LGT Capital Partners, Switzerland
Richard Moon, Senior Investment Manager, RailpenRPMI, United Kingdom
Fabrice de la Morandière, Partner, Linklaters, France
Agnès Nahum, Managing Partner, Access Capital Partners, France
Paul Newsome, Executive Director and Head of Investment Management for Private Assets, Unigestion, Switzerland
Nathalie von Niederhäusern, Managing Director and European Head of Private Equity, BlackRock Private Equity 
Partners, Switzerland
Renaud Oury, Market Leader Luxembourg and Deputy Managing Director, SGG Group, Luxembourg
Henri Pieyre de Mandiargues, Partner, McDermott Will & Emery, France
Jan Rådberg, Head of Private Equity, First Swedish National Pension Fund (AP1), Sweden
Guy Rico, Partner, Paul Capital France, France
Raphaël Rio, Managing Director M&A, Oddo Seydler Corporate Finance, France
José Luis del Rio, Partner and Chief Executive Officer, Arcano Asset Management Private Equity Strategies, Spain
Pierre Salzman, Head of Structured Finance, Factofrance, France
Peter Schwanitz, Managing Director, Portfolio Advisors, Switzerland
Alex Scott, Partner, Pantheon, United Kingdom
Ferdinand Seibert, Managing Director, Head of Private Equity, Zurich Alternative Asset Management, The United States
Anna Serafini, Private Equity Senior Manager, Sabadell Inversión, Spain
Laura Shen, Partner, Headway Capital Partners, United Kingdom
Claudio Siniscalco, Managing Director, Global Co-Head, DB Private Equity, United Kingdom
Lauge Sletting, Managing Partner, North Sea Capital, Denmark
Matthew Smith, Managing Director, Abbott Capital Management, United Kingdom
Bruno Sollazzo, Group Head of Private Equity Investments, Assicurazioni Generali, Italy
Kaarina Suikkonen, Partner, Lyrique, Switzerland
Sophie Suon, Senior Associate, Hamilton Lane, United Kingdom
Julien Thébault, Senior Sales Manager, Investment Banking & Private Equity, Europe, S&P Global Market Intelligence, France
Joe Topley, Senior Principal, Head of European Fund Investing, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, United Kingdom
Christopher Tritten, Head of Private Equity, Lombard Odier Asset Management, Switzerland
Sergey Vakhterov, Managing Director, Rusnano, Russia
Nadine Veldung, Group Co-Head of Corporate Finance, Oddo Seydler Corporate Finance, France
Richard Walters, Investment Manager, Wellcome Trust, United Kingdom
Thomas Weinmann, Managing Partner, Astorius Capital, Germany
Johannes Wendt, Investment Director, Allianz Capital Partners, Germany


